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«The Issue before tho Country.”

Under this caption the Union of Tuesday
publishes an editorial in which the confession is
frankly made, that the great living issue now
before the ountry is the sluvery question, This
great truth which we have so long been roviled
and denounced for openly proclaiming, is now
adwmitted st the eleventh hour by the chief of
our defamers and sssailants, and the hypoerisy
which so long cloaked and concealed it, now

Our telegraphic despatch of yesterday gave

thirds was, on molion of Mr
L

the substance of the proceedings on that daye | €IS

From the Sun of yesterday we extract the fol-
lowing detailed account of the first steps Lo-
wards organization :

AFTERNOON SESSION,

The chairman ealled the Convention to order
at half-past five o'clock, and said :

“I have been requested by the commitiee of
arrangements to state that they have not been
able to do anything during the recess, but they
propose to extond the platform still further, ns
they hope, for the accommodation of all the
members.”

This aunouncement was followed by applause,
There was & long iuterval, members coming in
and finding some difficulty in gelting seated,

stands stripped and naked to the eyes of all
men.

A candid confession is good for the soul, and
even a tardy penitence has its merits. So even
al this late hour there is a saving grace in those
sdmissions of the Union, though wrung from it
with pangs equal to those of parturition. Lis-
ten how it echoss the very doctrines so long de-
nounced as “treasonable,” and “fuctious,” and
“gectional,” whon uttered through the Southern
Press. Listen, too, to its adwmissions ns to the
effecta of “the plan of pacification™—*the ad.
justment”—¢the settlement.” There can be no
better evidence than States' evidence—the vol-
untary confession of accessories before the fact,
If we required any justification for our previous
and present course, in regard to that “plan” we
would find it in this death-bed confession. But
the fucls and events have justified and will jus.
tify us.

Thus speaks the Union :

“In the absence of all excitement in regard to
the old points of difference between the two
groat a brief examination of the muin
issue the country, and an inquiry into
the relations which those parties respectively
bear towards it, would not seem at the present
moment inappropriate or ill timed.

“Strive to it an we may—fatter our.
selves ns we are inclined to do, that all is pence
and tranquility, and that the noble and beneficent
institutions we enjoy are established upon »
foundation that carnot be overthrown—it can-
not be denied that danger has existed, does ex

ist, and will continue to exist, ns long as the | PO

elements out of which it growsare permitted to
combine with our political action, and enter
into the composition of the public sentiment
which it produces.

“Gradually and slowly, bul steadily and surely,
the great question of the day has for years been
incressing in importance, until it has at length
concentrated the interest and riveted the atten-
tion of the whole people of the United Statos
upen one particular point of issue, upon the de.
cision of which depend not only their peace,
prosperily and happiness, but their very existence
a¢ n nation. We are not, it is true, called upon
a8 yut}l’nrumpmrﬂy to reply to the query, Shall
there be pesce or war '—shull the integrity of
the Union be preserved or its bonds at once be
severed, and civil strife and internecine slanghter
tuke the place of fraternal good will and friendly
domestic relations? The encmies of the per-
maneney of our justilutions are not quite pre-
pared as yet for a resort to the * ultima ratio'
of republics as well as kings; they are not yet
ready to draw the sword or point the Em upon
the defenders of the Union and the Constitu
tion. But the question before us ia preliminary,

Much confusion prevailed,

The chairman inquired whether any of the
committecs were propared Lo report.

Mr, HARRIS, of Dlinois, a8 & member of the
committee on eredentinls, suid he had been re.
quested to say they were not yet ready to make
their report,

Mr. THOMPSON, of Miss., said the com.
mitlee on organization met immediately after
the recess and proceeded to discharge their du.
ty. Their report was not yet complele, in con-
sequence of a misapprebension us to whether
the subijeet of rules was referred to them. This,
however, was not the case, and he moved to
take up that resolution for adoption.

A delegute cried out in a loud voice, “We
can't hear a word;" and “order,” “ordor,” re
sounded throughout the spacious hall.

A erowd of spectators at this point began to
crowd into the galleries, thus increasing the
confusion which provailed,

There were many voices—*Read the resolu
tion.” “[t shonld be read from the middle of
the room!” “Go on!” Read, read!” “Ogder,
order!"

The secrelary read as follows

* Resolved, That the committee on organiza-
tion be instructed to report rules for the gov-
ernment of this Convention.”

Cries of “Louder!” “Louder!” “Let the
Secretary take a placo in the centre of the
room "

The choirman remarked that it was a simple
oue for the government of the Convention,

Renewed voices—“We can't hear—it is ut-
terly impossible !

The resolotion was finally adopted, not hall

the Convention seeming to undgrstand its pur-
rt.
A motion was here made to adjourn until to-
morrow morning at 10 o’clock. Deafening and
tremendous was the negative sound, which was
followed by hearty and long prolonged laugh.
ter.

to dense was the crowd of delegates that it
was next to impossible to send a messenger to
ascertain the names of all the speakers. A
mewmber from Connecticut moved the appoint-
ment of a special commiitee Lo procure another
room for the meeting of the Convention.

A voice : “You could not get a finer room,”

Mr. McRAE, of North Carolina, resisted the
motion of the geotleman from Connecticat,
stating that the motion was in its charactor o
reflection upon the committee of arrangements
and the eitizens of Baltimore, whereas they. had
entitled themselves to the warmest thanks of
the whole Convention, for the kind, hospitable
and complete arrangements they had made for
the Convention. |Applause.] Mr. MeRaE con.
cluded by moving to lay the motion on the
table,

The mewber from Connecticut, desiring to
explain, the motion was withdrawn, and he

and necessarily so, to the last terrible demand
which fanaticism threatens to make upon patriot-
ism ; and upon the nuture of the answer given
to that question depends whether that demand
will ever be made, und one portion of the con-
federacy be compelled to surrender its rights or
slund to its arms.

“It is unnecessary for us at this time to do
more than merely aliude to the alarming progress

said : “So far as that, | don't east any reflection
on the committee of arrangements. So far
from that, the commitlee are entitled to the
thanks of the Couvention for their admirable
arrangements. 1 am for paying & just tribute
of gratitude for their services,

It was said the room was too large; and
hence the difficulty.”

The motion to lay on the table was then car-

of anti-slavery sentiment in the North. 'I‘ow-ird with enthusiaam,

adduce facts in proof of its prevalence, or to
use arguments for the purpose of showing the
dangerous character of its pretensions and de-
signs, would be labor thrown away., The noise
DF their captaing and the shoutings are borne to
us on every Northern breeze” * * * =

“Anti-slavery agitation is to be continued—
continued, too, in defiance of each one and all
of the interests of the country, in opposition to
sentiment political or purely patriotie— carried on

and mrriugo out without regard to consequences,
however momentous—or results, however appal.
ling. Mark, too, the extent to which the designs
thus announced are made to reach. Anti slavery
agitation is no longer to be confined to purposes
of excluding the South from the territories,
ruling out the admission of more slave States
to the Union, and abolishing slavery in the Dis.
trict of Columbia. The termination of ita exist
ence in the country is the end now simed at—
an end which no sane man'can contemplate with.
out being conacions that it would be the end of
the Constitution—thefend of the republic.

This, then, is the issue. Shall agitation for
such an end be permitted—shall anti.slavery
agitation in any shape be any longer tolerated ?

or to the same resnlt it would lead, no matter
what the professed purpose of those who com
mence it or continue it. One would suppose
that to snch & question the American people
wounld find no difficulty in returning a speedy
and decided answer.

Critical, indeed, must be the crisis—over.
whelming the evidences of this feeling—when
the organ pipes such a strain, affer its antece-
dents and protracted denunciation of this paper
for sternly and unwaveringly declaring the same
truth when it was not 8o popular or so prudent
to do so as now, when it cun neither be disguised
nor denied. Why, then, persist in the repeti.
tion of the stale slang of the *finality” of a
series of measures of pacification, which have
resulted in such peace as that one of its chief
organs so pathelically pictures. It has® striven
to conceal” this fact too long—it has “ flattered”

This matter was closed by an announcement
that after the adjournment the platform would
be removed to the centre of the hall, where all
can hear and swe, and that, if necessary, by or-
der of the Convention, all who have not busi-
ness here can be requ to go away.

It was suggested that the commitiee on or-
ganization eould make & partisl report, when

Mr. WISE said the nominstion of officors was
not completed, and before doing so it was ne-
cesnary to act upon the rules.

Voices: “The resolution was adopted,” - “It
was carrjed "

Mr. WISE then requested the committee to
retire, and said they would report back almost
inatantly.

And the committee on credentinls likewise
retired.

After ashort interval, JACOB THOMPSON
returnsd with the committee on organization,
and submitted the following report:

FPRESIDENT ©
Hon. JOHN W. DAVIS, Indiana.
VICE PRESIDENTS :

John Trwin, Alabama.

Samuel C. Roane, Arkansas,
Henry A, Lyons, California.
James T'. Pratt, Connecticut,
Charles Wright, Delaware,
John Branch, Florida,

Joseph Day, Georgia,

James B, Foley, Louisiana,

De. Charlea Johnson, Hlinois, -
George Gillespie, lowa,

Levi Tyler, Kentucky.

Emilie La Sere, Lousisiana,
Amos W. Roberts, Maine,
Edward Lloyd, Maryland,
Hanry H. Childs, Masanchusctis,
Elon Farnsworth, Michigan.
John B. Nevitt, Mississippi.

V. A, James, Missouri,

Samuel Tilton, New Hampshire,
David 8. Craig, New Jorsey,
Zadoch Pratt, New York,
Weldon N. Edwurds, North Carolina,
Wm. Medili, Ohio,

David Lynch, Pennsylvania.

itself and the North too long that “all is peace
and tranquility”—and its penitence now is al-
most too late, unless the merciful spirit of the
old creed be extended towards it, as in the case
of the old sinner, when

** Betwixt the stivrup and the ground,

Merey he sought merey found."

ImronTasT DECIOIoN ox Tie Revesue Laws,
—The United States Supreme Courl, just pre-
vious to its recent adjournment, decided that the
58th and 59th sections of the act of the 2d
March, 1799, as regards rates of tare and allow-
ance for leakage, are not in force under the tariff
act of 1846. The National Intelligencer says :

* Under this decision, in future, no allowance
beyond actual tare oan be made in estimating the
quantity subject to duty of any weighable arti-
cle, and the allowance of two per cent. on liquids

for prospective leakage will also be disallowed,
but any leak during the vo of importa.
tion will still subject to deduetion from the

dutisble value,

“The same decision also declares that the
conatruction put by the Treasu Department
upon the revenue laws, us regards the imposi-
tion of duty, is binding until reversed by judicial
proceedings ; and that no elaim ean be made for

a return of duties under such teeasury construg. | 1

tion unloss the parties, at the time of entry, made

:- 5;","'“ specially stating the ground o objee-
ion.

PresipestiaL.—Democratic National Con-
veution, Bultimore, T = June,

W.m National Convention, Baltimore, “ 16,
Nativist - Trenton, July 4
Freesoil gow Cleveland, Ang. 4’
Libarty Party © " X

Welcome B. Sayles, Rhode Island.
Cave Johnson, Tennesseo.
Ashbel Smith, Texas,
David A. Smallie, Vermont.
Charles Yancey, Virginia.
Wilson Dewey, Wisconsin.

BECRETARIES,
Edmund C, West, New York.
8. C. Bovatt, Tennessee.
E. Barksdale, Mississippi,
W, Stewart, Indinna,
Patrick Crittenden, Connecticnt.
W A. Hocker, Hlinojs,
Edward B, Buarletr, Kontucky,
Luciua Y. Lusk, Louisinna,
Samuel H. Ayre, Now Hum pshire,
Oliver 8. Dewey, North Carolina,
Samuel D). Patterson, Pennaylvania,
C. Pryor, Virginia.
David Noggle, Wisconsin.

KULES.

Resolved, That the rules of the House of
Representatives, as far as applieable for the gov.
ernment of the convention, be adopted as the
rules of this convention,

Resolved, That twa thirds of the whole num.
ber of votes given, shall b necensary to & nom
ination of candidates for President and Viee
President of the United States by this conven-

on.
Resolved, Thal in voling upon any question
which may arize in the procesdings of this con
vention, the vote shall be taken by States, at
the requost of any one State, each State to be en.
titled to the number of votes to which ench State
in entitled in the next electoral college, without
regard to the number of delegates in aiten.
dance—the manner in which said vote is to he
cast to be decided by the delegation of esch

Boffalo, Sept. 1

State by itself,

adopted at tie lnst convention, snd |
now it is proposed to fores it upon this, in dero- |
gation of the right that the majority shall rale.
As long, he sald, as we bave the two.thirds rule,
u minority ean play round until they foree the |
majority into r views. For this resson |
made the motion Lo reject it |
A motion was made aud earried, to lay the
motion of the gentleman from Ohio, upon the
table. And the two.thirds rule was then adopt-
ed. This was ded by long contiousd ap-
plause, urd deafening huzzas, :

In pursuance of a motion that a committes
be sppointed to wait upon the President of the
convention and inform him of his selection, the
chair appointed the following named gentlemen
for that purpose, pamely : Meossrs. STEPHENS, nf‘
Kentucky, Wise, of Virginia, and Twosrsox, of
Mississippi. )

They quickly discharged their duty, and
Hon. Jous W, Davis having reached the plat-
form, he was received with demonstrations of
applause.

Mr. DAVIS spoke as fullows:

Gentlemen of the Convention—1 return my
sincere and .cordinl acknowledgients for the
honor conferred by calling wo to preside over
your deliberations, Allhun:hh not altogether
unused to the duties of the chair, | approach it
on this occasion with great doubls as to my
anccess in presiding over so large an sssembly.
But in my sattempt to discharge the arduous
duties, I usk you to bear in mind that good old
maxim, “Order is Heaven's first law.™ [Ap-
plause.] 1 shall eall largely for your forboear-
ance. May I not say I ask fur the exerciss of
a higher and purer Christian virtue, called “for-
giveness,” not only towards the chair but to-
wards one another? 1 ask also, and conjure
you as fellow Demoerats, embirked in the %mﬂ.
canse of Democracy, to remember that obliga.
tions rest upon you as a parly Lo promote har-
meny, concilintion and  compromise—every -
thing for prinui?le, nothing for men. | again
thank you, gentlemen. [Renewed applause sue-
meded.:L

The PRESIDENT. 1fitis your plessure, the
same committee will wait upon the Vies Presi-
dents and condust them to their places,

JACOBTHOMPSON, said: “T'he Vice Prosi-
dents will pledse present themselves,, Itis im-
possible to find them out; there ure 80 many of
them,”—[ Laughter.

Amid much confusion the Viee Presidents
wended their way through the dense crowd, and
at lnst got snugly sea'ed upon the plutform.

I, CREIGHTON moved a reconsideration of
the vote by which the two-thirds rule was
adopted.

A motion wag mada to lay that upon the ta-
ble.

BELIAS BROWN, in the name of Muryland,
moved that the vole be tuken by the States;
and this proposition met a warm reception.

The PRESIDENT, in reply to a question, said
that those who voted “ay” would vote to retain
the two-thirds rule.

The confusion broke out afresh, amid which
the vote was taken.

The States were then called, with the follow.

in result, viz: Ayes. Nays.
Maine,
New Hampshire,
Vermont,
Massachaseits,
Rhioda Island,
Connectiout,
New York,
New Jersey,
Pennsylvania,
Dalewvare,
Muryland,
Virginia,
North Caroling,

—

B e

After the reading of thareport, all of 1t with | meda thel: sapost,
thes . of that portion relative 1o the two. | siderstion of the subjeet witil to.morraw; and
Arugrros | this was to. -

moved to

Mr. . of Alabams, submitted the

I .
S PRATT, of Ohio, said that this role was | fol and resolutions, which were
& it Democratic U‘W

nd ordered o be prioted :

Whereas, the seversl ncts paased by the 81st
Congress, known as the Compromise sets,
though received with disfavor by large portions
of the people of Bouthern and Southwestern
States, havi buen soquieserd in by the peaple of
those States in determination to abide by them,
rather than hagard the peace and harmony of
the Unlon: And whereas, slso, the aet pussed
at the same session, amendatory of the act of
1708, respecting fogitives from justice, and per-
sons eseaping (rom the servico of their masters,
constitutes an essentinl part of that series of
mensures which has been aubmitted to the
country as an adjustiment or final settlement of
tho slavery tution : Therelore,

Resolved, That the act herein referred to and
known as the fugitive slave act, is elothed with
the highest sanetions, and that good faith s
waoll as legal obligutions demand its full and
faithfal execution.

Resolved, 'That the vationsl Democeatic party
is based upon the perpetuity of the States and
the perpetnity of thelr nuion ; it will, therefore,
aternly resist all measures which tend to impair
the one or dostroy the other

Mre. PHILLIPS, with the view of avoiding se-
rious objections, expressed the hope that the
Convention would agroe to have them printed
and made the special order for to.morrow at 11
o'clock.

Mr. BRIGHT requested the seorotary to re-
port the resolutions from the centre of the room, !
deeming them second In importance Lo the Union |
itsell

A delegate suggested that this subject should
be disposed of belors the Coavention shall be
enlled upon to gelect their candidate for the
Prosidency.

The Conventon then ordered the resclutions
to lie on the tatle and be printed ; aod then re-
fused to muke them the special order of the day
for to-muorrow,

Mr. CHARIOCK, of New York, offured the
following, viz:

Resolved, That it is the duty of the federal
governmont, 8o far as its power oxtends, to se-
cure to esch sedtion of the confederacy the un-
disturbed enjoynent of ita constitutional rights;
and that a rigid and faithful enforcemant of the
uet passed on the 18th of September, A, D,
1880, providing for the reclamation of fugitives
from labor, is indispensably neocssary to the
perpetuity of Ge Union ; that all attempts to
impuir its effioscy or weaken its guaranties be
discountenanced nnd resisted by every well
wisher of the wpoblie.

This was reccived with enthusissm, and or.
dered to lic on the table and be printed,

Mr. A. V. BROWN moved that the resolu.
tion of the genlemun feom Arkansas [Mr, Bon-
rows| be token up, It proposed to raise o
committes of one from each Htale, to report
the resolutions to compose the Democratic plat-
form,

There was n nocassity for this. As resolu-
tions are presented, let them bo referred without
debate,  The committee eould report on a plat-
form, and this could then be diseossed and
considered, and made satisfactory to the great
Domocratio triumphant party,

Otherwise, gentlomen wonld say,  [are is
my platform,” and want to make a speech. Thas,
inatead of one day being thus consumed, one
month would be occupied. Therefore, he made
the mation,

Mr. DOBBIN, of North Curoling, in rising to
gecond the motion, said he desired to construct
a platform,  He wanted to know on what plat-
foroi thiey stood before proceeding to the nomi
nation of their candidates. [ Applanse. |

Yesterday, he remarked, wo had a platform,
muterial plutform. That was construeted before
those who were to stand upon it came hither.

8, C, (Gen. Commander)
Georgia,
Alabama,
Mississippi,
Louisinna,
Ohio,
Kentucky,
Tennessee,
Indiana,
Tlinois,
Miasouri,
Arkansas,
Michigan,
Florida,
Texas,
lowa,
Wisconsin,
California,

Sttt bttt bl

P o
A=W~ Joo~ocRldd~DhW oo

e O e L2

1 1 o 0 A0

473 13

As the votes were announced, elapping of
hands and stamping of feet succesded, shaking
the building to its foundations.

Much merriment was oceasioned when Gen-
eral Communder (we believe) cast his one votg
in the affirmative for South Carolina. A voice
—4 Good for him.”

The vote for South Carolina was afterwards
said (o be a joke, there being no one present
from that State, though General Commander ia
in the city.

The Presioser stated the resull—yens two
hundred and seventy-three, nayas thirteen. There
was renewed demonstrations of joy,

A motion was made and earried that a cow-
mittee of five be appointed to act, in conjunetion
with the commiltee of arrangements, with a
view to the better accommodation of delegates;
and, in pursuance of the resolution, the Presi.
dent appointed Mesars. HatLer, Vax Dyxke,
Savres, Pratr, and WeLch, of Pennsylvania,

The Convention, at seven o’cloek, sdjourned
until Wednesday morning at ten o’clock,

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION,
Wepsespay, June 2, 1852,

The Convention was called to order at 10
o'elock by the President.

Dr. PLUMER, a minister of the Preshyte-
rian ehureh, offered up a prayer,

“The immense hall was erowded to suffoeation
with spectators, They have great difficulty in
senling members. At 11 o'clock the entire
delegatjonus from four States were nol in the
hall."

Order was finally obtained ; when Mr. Bug-
nows, from Arkansas, offered a resolution to ap
poitit & committee of one from ench State to
report resolutiona composing the Demoeratie
platform. This was laid on the table for the
present,

On motion, it was ordered to appoint a com-
mittee of one from each State to designate the
Dumoeratic National Committee.  The appoint-
ment of the committee was deferred till the
afternoon session,

A. V. BROWN, of Tennessee, offored the fol-
lowing resolution as a substitute:

That a committee of one from each State be
appointed, to whom all resolutiona in relation to
the ereed or platform of the Democratic party
shall be referred on presentation, without de-
hate,

Mr. BURROWS said that gentiemen must
be in hot haste to amend, and snggested that the
proposition of the gentleman from Tennesses,
would canse more debate than the original reso-
Intion, which was presented by the delegation
from Arkansas,

It was not intended to be discussed at this
time ; bt merely presented to lie over for the
present, and take it up for consideration at a fu-
tore time,

The resolution, with the pending amendments,
was laid on the table for the present.

Mr. BORDEN, of Indiana, offered a resolu-
tion, that a gommittee of one from esch State

be appointed to report persons to constitute the
Demoaratio goneral committes.  The resolution

was adop

Mr. CHARLICK trusted that the States wounld
not be called until the aftarnoon session.

Mr. BRADLEY, of lowa, after saying that it

wonld be mlhq to appoint the committes until
after the commities on credentinls shall have

It waz, however, understood to ba too small,
and huad to be enlarged to seccommodate the
crowd. Now, I want, not a material platform,
but one of prineiple ; not a platform to suit the
candidates, but one Lo suit the principles. | Re.
newed applause. |

The eanditate should hold in one hand the
Constitotion of our country, sacred and untouch
ed; and in the other hand the flag, not of New
York, North Carolina, or Florida, bat the flag of
the glorions Union of the States. [ Deatening
np;[mlnuaa.]

want placed upon the platform a man who
¢an hold the Constitution in one hund and the
flag in the other—the flag of the entire Union—
a0 that wa can enthusiastically rully to his sup.

ort,

Y We wanl a strong man to hold the flag,
steadily, firtnly and manfully, and never let it
full. And thus the great principles of the great
Democratic party will ngain trivwoph. [ Here
was renewed applause, |

Wa go for the rights of the Union and the
union of the States,

If we nominate any other eandidate, we are
gono,  Let us put onr candidate on this plat-
form, and we muat trivmph,

If the resolution shonld be adopted, we can
appoint the committes in the afternoon,

Mr. DUNHAM, of Ind in, 23id ho jmri been
informed that a resolution offured by hia ool
league, (Judge Boroes) providing for the ap
pointment of & commitlos on  resalutions had
been adopted, and that the motion providing for
the appointment of the committes by the dele
gation from ¢nch State had been Inid wpon the
table.

All that was necessary was to take that reso.
lution from the table, and during the recess the
delegations ebuld vonsult and report at the afier-
roon gession the names of the persons to com-
pose the committee. o the meantime resolo
tions which gentlemen may desire to offer can
be referred to that commities,

Mr. BORDEN replied that his eolleague was
luboring under a misupprehiension.  No motion
to appoint a commitles on resolutions had been
ndopted. His impression was the whole sub-
jeet had been laid upon the table for the present,
avd that the resolution which he had submitted
had reference only to the appointment of a Domo-
eratic gencral commitlee, It was true, that the

time for tho appointment of the committes had
been postpened until to-morrow.
The resolution of Mr. Burrows, and the pend-

ing amendments, were then taken ap.

Mr. HOOKER, of Missiasippi, snid it was im-
possible to do any business until the commiltee
ot eredentials make their report.

After furthier unimportant proceedings, among
which was an ineflectoni motion to adjourn until
3 o'clock, in order to re-arrange the hall, the
question was tuken on Mr, Crarnicx’s amend-
ment (o appoint two, instead of one delegate
from each State to report resolutions to compoae
the Democratie platform; and it was disagroed
to.

The substitute of Mr. Brows, of Tenncssce,
for the resolution of Mr. Bugnows, was sdopted.
1t provides for the appointment of a delegate
from each State, to whom all resolutions in re-
lation to the eroed or platform of the Demoerat je
parly, shall be refarred.

Mr. BRIGHT sabmitted the following reso-
lutions, and asked that they be printed for the
use of the Convention, namely :

Resolved, That the Dewmocratie party of the
Union, faithful now, ns in times past, to the
compacts of the federal Constitution, regard it
a8 u primary duty (o abide by the series of
measures known ws the compromise, and will
deprecate any attempt to impair their effieacy,
as tonding to wenken the bonds of our national
Union,

Resolved, That the lugitive slave law, being !
in strict accordance Lo the requirements of the |
Constitution, its execution and maintenance are |
demanded as an set of justice to the $tates, and
peaple of the South, and as o guarantes to all |
the soctions of our beloved country, that the,
constitutionnl rights of none shall ever bo im- |
pairad.

Reports from committees were nnnounced as
now in order, when

Mr. THOMPSON, of Misissippi, said it was

evident that some of the delegations were not

the con- |

prepared to designate Uhcie co
was the positios in which his

. stood,
until the eommitice on

muke

ort “eould be don in this particular, |
report nothing cou o th

In order that an opportunity might

ed to make better srrangements in

convention took a recess until § o'
EVENING SENSLON, .

The Convention re asssmbled at 5 o'cloek.

A resolution wes offered declaring that the
Coovention shall not wake nominations uuil
the platform principles are fiest formed,

Senator SOULE opposed the resolution, as
it was caleulated Lo induee o struggle (o form
the platfoem to saiv diffurent aspirants,

Mr. NABERS, of Misslasippi, was for making
the platform and putting the candidates wpoo it

r. HENRY A. WAiSE could not concar
with the gentleman from Loulsinna. God for-
bid that a platform of principles is an abyss to
be feared by the Demnocratic party.

Me, FLOYD, of Virginia, sustained the reso
lution on the part of the delegation from that
State.

Mr. RGBINSON, of Indisna, expressed his
sur; rise at the position of Vieginia,

T'he debate was continued very warmly by
Soure and others for and against the resolu-
tion.  'I'he committee ou resolutions were then
up,iminland.

Yo comwittee on credentials was called
upon to reporl, bul was not propared.

The Georgin delegation contended that no
business should be transacted until their rights
0 meats are setbled.

The resolotion was laid on the table by u vote
of one hundeed and sixty.six to one hundred nud
eleven. The committes on credentinls then re-
ported. A majority reporting sgainst Mr. Ran-
Touk and a migority o his favor,  The whale
comuittes recommended Goorgia to join delega-
tions sond cast the vote of the State jointly,
[Great excitement,] Reports were laid on the
wble and osdered to be printed and made the
order of the day for to-morrow.

Adjourned 1o 9 o'cluck to-morrow,

e s
COMPROMISE MEASURES—WITIG COSGRESSIONAL
CAUCUS—THE PRESIDENCY,
Speech of Hon, H, Marshall, of Kentueky.
In the House of Representatives, May 26; 1852,
5 [goxTivuEn. ]

Mr. GREY. How is it now with the Whig
pupers in Kentueky between the gentleman snd
myself?

Mr. MARSHALL, Sinee that paper had ad-
vocated General Seott, | think @ has taken a
liking to the gentloman, [Laughter.] Thore
exists aeorrespondence betwean tha€same papar
and one who I learn sits in office at the desks of
the Tressury Department—a correspondence
evidently intended to prejudice me in the eyes of
my constitueney; which asperses my motives,
and falvifies my publie course. I tuke this ce-
casion to state, that while I have not noticed and
do not mesn to notice the letter writers who
have been so busy of late with my name, that I
understand this Courier correspondent is also a
daily correspondent fur an Abolition paper in
the District of the gentleman from Obhio, [Mr.
Gmopivgs.] | Laughter.] T understand that he
writes, too, for the Clevelend Herald, over the
signature of * (lsezo,” and he but drops the
«8 "and writes to the Louisville Crurier over
that of *Otego | understand also, that the

“paternity of these letters is acknowledged. Since

e became a correspondent for the Louisville
Courigr, and sines that paper has gone the
whole fignre for General Scott, it has, [ frankly
state, exhibited decidedly a better opinion of my
colleague than it had before his election. [Lavgh-
ter.

B{r‘ BROOKS., Will the gentleman from
Kentucky permit me? The same correspondent
writes the same wav to a paper in the city of
New York abont o Fillmore man.

Mr. MARSHALL. My collesgue talks of
publishing his speech to my constitusnts, “Oh!
that mine enemy would write a book ! ™  Sir, il
they who assail wy positions and meditate my
overthrow will {'Iusl. add to the speeeh of the
honorable member the Abolition letters which
are written to my district against me from the
desks of the Treasury Department, I promise
them all that my consiituency shall pul an in-
dorgment to show that it is not I, but the gen.
tleman who wears * garments out of fashion.”

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I wish merely
to correet the gentleman as to the Cleveland
Herald. 1t is n compromise paper.

M. MARSHALL: 1 have nover seen i, and
enra very little about its character. My col
lengue has chosen to allude to me as g mum
candidate in 1849, and institutes a comparison
between my position then and that of General
Seott now.. This charge of my colleagne will
b langhed at by my constituents, and T would
not notice il were his speech only to go before
them. Butas he will circulate it extensively,
and ag the Seott papers will no doubt strike
large editions of it, I will vender a brief expla-
nation of how far I wasa mum candidate,
was the candidate of the Whig party—had ae-
cepted & Whig nomination for Congress. It so
oeeurrad that at the time I was canvassing my dis
triet For o geat in Congress, candidates were can
vussing the several counties for sosts in the State
convention, to revise snd amend the State consti.
tation.  These disenssed questions pertinent to
the dutiea of the office to which they aspired.
Awmong olther questions, the policy of providing
in the new constitution for & system of gradual
emancipation of the slaves in Kentueky arose
This discussion brought forth intense feeling
and while the Whig and Demoeratic parties pre.
aerved their distinetive organizations, there was
a unjon of Whigs and Democrats on a pro
slavery ticket, and a npion of Whigs and Damo.
cratr on an emancipation ticket, made for the
expresa purpose of festing public senge on this
local question, independent of the ganeral parly
orzanizdtion. My district contained n very small
Whig majority, though it had not heen repre
sented in Congress in cighteen years by o Demo-
crat. My competitor wanted to take the chances
by turning our canvass for Congresa on a purely
local question, with which, when elected, the
suceessfal candidate could not, by poasibility,
have snything to do. | refused o permit the
canvass for Congress Lo tuen upon any such
isaue, and confined mysell Lo the discussion of
those questions whigh Congresa had the right
to consider. 1 made no concealment whatever
of my views on the question b emancipation
1 would not agree to canvass for 8 Congreasion
al seat as a Whig candidate on that ground, be.
cause [ could not possibly act officiully on the
question, no matter what my opinions might be,
and the discussion was Lherefore utterly and in
disputably irrevalent,

If my colleague perceives no distinetion be.
twean that case and the refusal to answer upon
a point on which the Executive of the Unitsd
States may, and, should General Scott b
cleeted, in all probability will, have to aet, !
shall hope for a elearer percoption from impar
tinl minds, who will not resd my reply through
the discolored mediom of porsonal prejudice.
As to the comments of my colleague in rogard
to my casusl meeting with Mr, Sewann, after
my retirement from the cancns, | shall permit
them to pass to his constitwency, whithout far.
ther notico than that they are far baneath the
allowable sources even of inferonce in a parlia-
mentary disoussion, and that 1 eannot affoed to
wasle time or Lo outrage this House, by seri-
ously expressing the “reflections they awaken,”
In the -aceount of the proceedings of the
cancus, given to. Kentucky by my colleague,
ho has attempted to ridicnle my ocourse on
that occasion, by prodocing what he sug
gosta might ba a ciroular letter to the men,

woman, and children, of his distriet, giv.
ing a familiar acoount of the ccourrences of
that evening, to aliny thelr foars. [ have only
to say to the people of Kentucky, such an se.
aonnt a8 he furnishes may contain a fuir reflex
of the estimate my colleague placed upon that
scene, but If they should be compellad to rely

on it for the frots they will die in utter ignorance | to bind

of the proper history of that cancns, and of the
motives which animated those who retired from
it. 8ir, his account of the procoedings of that
eaycns, is a series of gross misapprehensions

e .
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eal principles for thoir adoption. That suck

charge is untensbls is fest on the face
the resolution, by its express terma,  Indeed, it
i plain that the resolution refers to the mem.
bers of Congress alone—and it was drawn, hav.
ing a gaarded verblage, to avoid the very infer
anoe whigh my colleague seems to have drawn
from it Phe party newspapers have repeated
the sume charge, as it was originally issaed by
the Jetter-writers from this Capitol ; for editors
only obtained the news by the telograph, before
their articles were written. I rely upon the
candid among their fraturnity to correct the
mistake, und to do me justice when generally
they shall have discovered it, as | percieve sever-

My collengae must have heard all that p
hotween the honorable president of that meeting
and wyseli—my reasons for introducing the
resolution, aud desiring its pussage—tho pro.
List ngainat the applieation o? such a prineiple
by Northern gontlemen—and with these i l:h
to guide his obsdreation, respectfully 1 sugmh
to this House, and the countey, that he stands
inexeusable for the eireulation and reltoration
of the charge, that it was dictatorial in its terms,
and dosulting to the delegates to the Whig
Nutionsl convention,

It has not been mentioned herotofore, yel it
is most worthy of observation snd remembranes,
that the opposition to my resolution was first
Plvuaeutud upon the principle of the resolution.

‘o make this plain, T will recur to the euerent
of the debate in the first cancus,  Afler some
conversation hotween the gentlemon presant
upon the proprioty of an adjournment to secure
a more nomerous attendanee, and several sug-
geations that the Ume and place for holding u
national convention would alone engage the at-
tention of the meeting, I sabmitted that before
the time and place were fixed, I desired to sab-
mit the Congressionsl canens resolation for
adoption by those who meant (o participate in
the procesdings, as 4 propoe mode of determin-
ing who bad the right to fix the time and place
for the holding-a Whig national convention. 1
referred to the occurrendes attending the passage
of thut resolution; Lo it, as a principle adopied,
according to my understanding, at the com-
it of this ion for the busis of asso-
ciution and organization among Whig members
of Congress: to the presence of gentlomen
who had seceded from that cancus rather than
to submit to that prineiple, and to the repudia.
tion of it by them in open session here, and
thoir publie declaration that the Northern Whig
membera would not acknowledgs it, or ahide
by it us a principle essential to Whig organiza-
tion.  {epoke of test voles, which sesmud to
confirm their view, and of my own idea that ita
adoption was essential absolutely to the main-
tenance of the Whig party, The discussion
which ensued immediataly was not merely upon
the propriety of introducing such a resolation
ut such n plice and time. It was opposition to
the principle of the resolution—opposition to
the mccoplance of any such requisite to the
Whig organization—and then it was that the
doetrine was advanced by u distinguished mism-
ber from the North thut the true policy of our
party was “Lo ageve to disagree.” In that de
bate my frienda from Tennesses, [ Mr. Genray,
from North Carolina, [ Mr. Uu-rmw,] from Ma-
ryland, [Mr. Warsw,| from Louisiana, [Mr,
Moore,| and from Floridn, [Mr. Capgrr,]
mingled, coming to my aid on the proposition
—the only vil.nli' ‘real proposition we have ever
propounded, to wit: that the principle of my
resolution s the only basia on which the Whig
membors of Congresa oan waintain organiza
tion here, beenuse it is ossential to a national
Whig organization. It was ut the termination
of this discussion that the president of the cau.
cns firat intimated he would decide the resola-
tion, if offered, to be out of order. Then the
taetics of our opponenta at once changed. We
heard no more debate that night, or afterwards,
on the principle ; the whole Northern epposi-
tion, rallyine to the support of the chair, pre-
sented theirfront immedinely on the question of
ardar, and availed themselves of the netive sup-
port of my collaague and others, who, as they
assart, were with me on the principle, but against
e on the question of order.  From the moment
the ehairmin made that extraordinary decision,
wa heard no more opposition to the principle of
the Congressional eaucus resolution. Oh, no !
naw a readiness to support it was at once
avowoed—if it only was in order !

My proposilion was first suggested as an
original, substantive, independent proposition—
to precede the resolation fixing time and place—
and it was as aich, that Mr. Maxcost deslared
he would rule its introduction out of order, and
beyond the competeney of the mesting to con-
sider.  This was his fiest decision. It enabled
the opponents of the conlpromise measures to
muoke a false issue befors the country. 1t had
the effiet to raise @ squabble about order, and
to cover ander putlinmentary gibberigh, of whish
tho people understand very little, that great
question which iies st the hase of the publie
peace and of the Union, and abont the delurmi-
nation of which the people do feel the liveliest
anxiety, and the deepaal coneern,

I am entirely aware, that the honorable chair-
man of that canens has & large experiencs in
palismentary practice, and ordinarily, his deei.
sions would command great respect.  They are
entitled to great respect.  But his standing as
a parlinmentarian, and the charncter he has
earned in a long public life, conspirad to invest
the extraordinary decision which he made on
that ocension, with o solemn importance—when
connected with the instant change of the tacties
ol the opponents of the principle of my resoln-
tion. | maw the dangerous position ; 1 saw the
fagility with which it would be defended and
covered by the panoply of high parlivmentory
repatation ; I saw there was to be Southern as
well as Northern opposition to the adoption of
the proposition | had soggested. My colleagne
says he would have voted for the principle of
my resolution, but he argues st langth againal
it, as being out of order.  Hisis a case in point.
The facility with which such & view could he
onforced oo bim indicites the danger | appre
hand. 1 do not state—sir, | do not insinuate
thera existed an intention anywhere to bhotray
the South—I do not intend to asperse the mao-
tives of any man from either South or North,
I intend merely to show, how the decision in
this ease * 1uveated the procesdings with a more
solemn importance, in my estimation, than had
heretofore attached to them™—by affording to
those who are epposed to the principle of my
resolution the oppcrtunity of gathering voles
on a parlismentary question, which they could
not possibly have obtained on the merits ; at the
same time by waiving the vital question, and
leaving the agilation free Lo spread through the
North in the approsehing eanvass, as fire in the
heather,

I am next to reply to the query : What was the
use of offuring the resolation in concns ? What
hiad Congressmen to do with it? Why not leave
the principle you deemed #o vital Lo be asserted
by the delegates to the Nationsl convention who
would come from the body of the people to
!I'lt[uillw principles on which the party should
unite !

I will group theseinquiries in order Lo answer
them specilically, for I ackoowledge their per-
tinaney,

Membors of Capgress are, in one sense, re-
| prescutatives of the people, ns much as ure del
| egutes to a National convention. Their asso-
| ciated netlon in pelitieal matters desiy ates and
is evorywhers ace s indicating the tenden.
cies of party, ~membera of Congress are,
at lenst, citiaens, and entitlod, as froemen, to the
¢xpression of epiaien, and to qualify their own
acts, by Hmiting the extent to which they intend
ves by those acts. They had
no right n'timately to bind the pariy—no right
to distate 10 the National convention a platform
of principle—but, on the other hand, nuither the
y nor the National convention possessad the

al in the West and South have slready done. d
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then go into eiueus, and uodertake
rosolutlon which was not binding on
and could nut bind the people, or
of 1 My colleague vays, * buesuse
that time, organiging for our
membe s of Congress.” What, sie!
establish power, or preseribe dutles, or
votes on any subjoet, by the result of

cus?! No! We determing what
gard us a principle, on which we shog!
ate, politically, ns members of the
cal organization ; and this maeeh | olaim
the same right to do in Uie eancus of
April, or the caucus of the 200h of Apeil, whether
we met with or without s Hmitation uson the

objeets for which wo had assembled, Eﬂ; et

luague, however, begs the whols question in hie

speech ; for he says :

** Had the honorable gentleman offered a reso.
lution of re-indorsement, befors or afler Mr.
Srasey's, and not as w0 amendment therets, 1
would have voted for it; for | thought the mem.
bors of that caveas might consider and adopt
such a resolution as expressive of their oon
views, aud without any reference to the nathons)
conveption.”

Without arguing the power cr righte of a
cauvus nny further, I reply, that had the gentle.
man looked at my resolution as it was offered,
he would have sewn that it only professes to ex-
proas “our owg views,” and without in the slight.
est manner attempting to refer to the determi-
nations of the national convention, exeept so fur
as to indicate how far “ our own views” will
bind ua to the result, If, as membora of Con-
gress and gentlemen, we conld not pass the res .
lution Toffered as “expressive of var own view™
how ean the delegatea to a nationsl convention
pass resolutions “ expressive of their viewas?"
Wiy may not some Mr. Mangam, in the ehair of
that convention, tell those delegutes that it is
afm'rm the usage of the Whig parly to ndopt a
I: atform of principles, and that precedent estab-

ishes the parliamentary law which merely ro-
quires the condidate nominated to write u letter
stubing his views and purposes? It is waid,
“Coming evenls cast lﬁnir shadows before”
and God knows how long it may be before we
shall have the precedent of the 20th of April
pleadod upon o more extended and more popu
larthentre! Al eady the idea has beon advanced
that there will beno propriety, necessity, or pru-
dence, in passing a resolution indorsing the
« finality of the compromise” through the Whig
;\Intiunal Conventivnas a part of the Whig plat-
arm,

How easy the transition from such & position
to the ruling of a resolution to be out of order
which eatablishes the siupposed platform, as be-
ing agninst usage, and the objects for which the
national convention assembles! What do the
delegates nasemble to perform ?  T'o select can-
didates for the Presidency and Vice Presidency.
Why may not tha President of the nitional eon-
vention declars that this is the only object for
which they have met, and that the people will
hear the nominee, and judge of hia principles at
their own. homes, or at the ballot-box ? it
be replied, the delegutes assemble to consider
all mattars of importance to the welfare of the
party? 1 say, so were wa called for the same”
express purpose on the 9th of April, and yet
our chairman declared his determination to limit
the consideration of the meeting 1o the mere
duly of fixing “time and placs " for holding o
uational eonvention, and refused the privilege
ol © expressing our own views™ as to the ex-
tent to which we proposed to commit ouraelves
by that act, or the busia on which we were will-
ing to aet for the purpose with others. And m v
colleague stands here to endorse tha doelrine of
that chairman; and a freo press, unmindful of
the principles such a precedent involves, pro-
nounces condemnation upon me, and aspersis
my motives for resisting it! I have had no mo-
tive but to assert a principle, which I solemnly
asserl, that I do believe is elosely, nay, insepae-
ably, identified this day with the Union of theso
States and tha common welfare of my country.
men. If the future shall exhibit the fatal eon-
sequences to flow from a fuilure to engrave that
principle now on the administration of publie
affuirs, nnd 4o require the popular favorite fur
Presidcntial hooors not_only to avow it any-
where and everywhere, but to yield to its main-
tenarice and acceptance by the old and the young,
the influence—the fro., bold, earnest influence—
of his standing and position ; then, though it
may be too late for beneficial purposes, or o
arrest the wreck of national fortune. and the
overthrow of our fedoral institutions, 1 at least
alll be able to say to the ghost of this gloriows
Union—

“Thou canst not say 1 did it : never shake
Thy gory locks at me.”

My collengne says, however, that he wonl 1
have voted for my resolution had it been offered
bufore or after Me, STanty's—bat not as an
amendment or substitute, for in that view i was
out of order ¢ Why ? Did parlinmentarian ever
hear such a reason for such a conelusion ? “Bi-
eanse,” says he, “snother proposition was thea
pending.” and the cavcus desired to proceed
“decently and in order,” with one proposition st
a time! I eannot argne sucha point, Bvery-
day's practice here, and everyday’s practice un-
der “the rules of the Senate,” show the insnf-
ficiency of the excuse. Wasent to that Senate,
some months sinee, the “deficiency bill,” and it
was fnorder to amend it “under the rules of tha
Senate,” by proposing to tack to it “the Collinag
line of stenmers”—to pay the expenses of
steam line from New York to Liverpool ont of
the tressury. | merely mention this to show
the flexibility of the “rules of the Senate,” when
parlinmentary dispositions are eo incident with
the propositions introduced under thosa rales.
Thera should be no contest on this point of
order. Lot us take our proper responsibilities ,
and stand fairly 1o the positions we tluignﬁ_'gs
maintain bafore the poople. T am ready to be.
lisve that my collesgue has hean mistaken— bot
he should frankly say g0 instoad of nssailing mn
in an atlempt to prove the correetness of hix
course.  Ho asserts that 1 “ran noway "—that 1
was “a deserter”—that [ abandoned my resclu.
tion when I was assured “it wonld come up thy
next thing in order;” and mueh more of the
same churacter of assertion.
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A deatractive bail storm  wvisited Florener,
Alibama, Istely, throwing down the telegruph
wires, blocking up the roads with fallen timber,
blowing down seversl houses, snd esusing
great loas in the destraction of glass, poultry

and live niwk.



